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of other people's eyes^and ears, they should take particular care to do it in such a manner that it may not bear too hard on the person whose life and conversation are inquired into. A man who is capable of so infamous a calling as that of a spy is not very much to be relied upon. He can have no great ties of honour or checks of conscience to restrain him in those covert evidences where the person accused has no opportunity of vindicating himself. He will be more industrious to carry that which is grateful than that which is true. There will be no occasion for him, if he does not hear and see things worth discovery; so that he naturally inflames every word and circumstance, aggravates what is faulty, perverts what is good, and misrepresents what is indifferent. Nor is it to be doubted but that such ignominious wretches let their private passions into these their clandestine informations, and often wreak their particular spite or malice against the person whom they are set to watch. It is a pleasant scene enough', which an Italian author describes between a spy and a cardinal who employed him. The cardinal is represented as minuting down everything that is told him. The spy begins with a low voice : v Such an one, the advocate, whispered to one of his friends, within my hearing, that your eminence was a very great poltroon '; and after having given his patron time to take it down, adds, that another called him a mercenary rascal in a public conversation. The cardinal replies very well, and bids him go on. The spy proceeds, and loads him with reports of the same nature, till tho cardinal rises in great wrath, calls him an impudent scoundrel, and kicks him out of tho room.
It is observed of great and heroic minds, that they have not only shown a particular disregard to those unmerited reproaches which have been cast upon 'em, but have been altogether free from that impertinent curiosity of inquiring after them, or the poor revenge of resenting them. The histories of